TOWN OF MERRIMAC

OFFICE OF THE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR
16 EAST MAIN ST., MERRIMAC MA. 01860

Ralph W. Spencer Phone: (978) 346-9676
Director Fax: (978) 346-9310

December 15, 2008
Dear Sir/Madame

The recent ice storm has caused a significant amount of damage to trees, with multiple
trees and tree limbs down. We have contacted the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection for permission to begin the annual burning season early, to
allow anyone who has experienced a downed tree or branches the opportunity to dispose
of the debris.

The Department of Environmental Protection has denied our request to begin burning
season early.

Because of this denial, the fire department will respond to all reports of outside burning
with the intent to extinguish the fire.

The Town of Merrimac is not able to accommodate anyone’s request to assist in removal
of debris at this time. We will keep you informed when, and if, this changes.

We ask that if you do have debris on your property, that you do not move it towards the
roadway. If the debris is near the road, then we ask that you verify that the debris does
not block any fire hydrants. Blocking a fire hydrant is defined as obscuring the view of
the hydrant from the street, or preventing easy access to the hydrant.

The open burning season will begin on January 15, 2009, and run through May 1, 2009.
A permit is required and may be obtained at the police station.

Burning on any given day is either allowed of not allowed by permission of the fire chief,
and is dependent on weather conditions. Call the police department business line (978-
346-8321) to find out if burning is permitted or not permitted on any given day.

If burning is permitted, it must be conducted between the hours of 10:00 am and 4:00 pm.

The fire must be more than 75 feet away from any structure, including utility lines, and
must take place on the land closest to the source of the material to be burned.



The following materials are prohibited from being burned at any time:
Grass, hay, leaves, stumps, tires, and construction material or debris.

Burn one small pile of material at a time, and add additional material to it as it burns
down.

Any fire must be attended to at all times, with a water source nearby to assist in
controlling the fire.

Please contact the fire station at 978-346-8211 if you have any questions.
Thank you for your time and understanding.

Sincerely;

Ralph Spencer
Emergency Management Director



